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TESTIMONY ON HB 2227, HB 840

Reduction of Human Exposure to Particulate Matter
July 25, 2007

We thank you for your leadership and thank you for protecting the health of the
residents of the Comunonwealth.

The Massachusetts Health Council is an organization of 152 members working together
cooperatively for health care access, affordability, quality and prevention.

Particulate matter is a leading cause of very expensive, preventable hospitalizations.
Asthina is the number one preventable hospitalization in MA and 15 tiggered by
particulate matter. Not only are we concerned about the risc in asthma, particulate
matter is linked to many other disorders, including COPD, lung cancer, heart attack and

According to the 2006 MA Health Council Health Status Indicator Report, Common
Health for the Commonwealth, “Commumnity level data is paramount in designing
appropriate epidemiological studies to better explore the impacts of ambient air
pollution and other factors on pediatric asthma across the state..” as well as exploring
the effect of particular matter in other associated diseases. The asthma rates in MA are
among the highest in the nation, MA ranking 10™ among the 50 states. Asthma which
takes a tremendous toll on individuals, families, the health care system and our
economy is preventable because the triggers are preventable.

We must adopt policies that reduce indoor and outdoor pollutants. We must seek out
areas of high concentrations of particulate matter and focus attention on resolving the
exposure of our residents to this health risk. These bills are a first step in helping us do
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